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troops of Prussia could resist the veterans of Austria.
Louis  XV.,  when  he   heard   of Frederick's Effect of the
invasion of Silesia, said, < The man is mad.3 battle-
But Mollwitz showed that the man was not mad, and
that a new power had  arisen in Europe.    Frederick's .
camp was sought by envoys from almost every court in
Europe, and amongst them, on the part of France, came
Marshal Belleisle.
Belleisle was a man of brilliant talents and boundless
ambition. His mind was full of the wildest schemes for
the-aggrandisement of France, and his imagi-
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nation soared over every obstacle that lay in
his path. His daring projects fascinated even the dull
soul of Louis XV. When the battle of Mollwitz was
fought, he was making a tour in regal splendour through
the German courts, with the object of preventing the
Grandduke of Tuscany from being chosen Emperor.
He had not quite decided on whom the perilous honour
was to be conferred, but the Elector of Bavaria was his
favourite candidate. He saw in the difficulties of the
House of Hapsburg an opportunity for the total destruc- •
tion of its power. He projected the formation of a grand
alliance against Austria under the leadership of France,
which should embrace Spain, Prussia, Bavaria, and
perhaps Sweden and Saxony. Already he looked upon
the Queen of Hungary as vanquished, and imagined
himself dividing her dominions as he pleased. c He
talked,' said Frederick, < as if all her provinces were up
at auction.3 The French were to get the Austrian Ne-
therlands, and Germany was to be cut up into four little
kingdoms, which France, the arbiter of Europe, might
play off one against the other as she pleased.
Frederick was not at all attracted by Belleisle's pro-
gramme. He had no wish to pull down Austria in order
to set up France in her place. Yet, situated as he was,

